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been formed to conduct foreign internal de-
fense. MARSOC deployed its first units in Au-
gust 2006, six months after initial activation,
and since that time has deployed continu-
ously. MARSOC’s current missions include
counterterrorism, counterinsurgency, foreign
internal defense and security force assistance.

Since its inception, MARSOC has received
numerous unit awards including: Meritorious
Unit Commendation Streamer, Afghanistan
Campaign Streamer with One Bronze Star,
National Defense Service Streamer, Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Streamer as
well as Global War on Terrorism Service
Streamer.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
the legacy of this brave and patriotic unit and
their standard of Spiritus Invictus, an Uncon-
querable Spirit. May we always keep our dedi-
cated service members treasured in our hearts
and constantly in our prayers for their service
to God and country.

——————

MS. JEAN WILEY, CIVIL RIGHTS
LEADER AND ACTIVIST

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 13, 2020

Mr. LEWIS. Madam Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Ms. Jean Wiley, who transitioned
from the world that she tirelessly fought to im-
prove, on December 9, 2019.

Born on June 11, 1942 to Elizabeth Thelma
Holland Boyer Wiley and Joseph Alphonsus
Wiley, Jean Wiley was a proud daughter of
Baltimore, Maryland, where she completed her
undergraduate degree at Morgan State Uni-
versity. As a testament to her work and leg-
acy, many parts of our country—Michigan,
Alabama, California, Washington, D.C., and
Georgia to name a few—claim this amazing
woman.

In 1953, the Supreme Court integrated
Washington, D.C., but a few miles up the
road, Ms. Wiley grew up surrounded by the
oppressive stench of segregation in Baltimore.
In 1963, she and other students took matters
into their own hands; police arrested Jean and
her friends as they conducted a sit-in to de-
segregate Baltimore’s theaters. Upon hearing
that Howard University students were heading
up the highway to reinforce their protest, Balti-
more’s Mayor released these brave young ac-
tivists and integrated the facilities.

Madam Speaker, | believe that taste of suc-
cess fueled Ms. Wiley’s life-long passion for
civil and human rights. A few years later, Jean
completed graduate studies at Michigan State
University and began to teach at Alabama’s
Tuskegee Institute (now University). Professor
Wiley challenged her students to expand their
minds and inspired many to join the national
movement for civil rights.

| will forever cherish my memories from this
period of our lives, when young people from
all different walks of life became nonviolent
foot soldiers in the fight for our freedom. After
Hosea Williams and | attempted to lead a
march from Selma to Montgomery on a day
that became know as Bloody Sunday, Ms.
Wiley and more than 500 Tuskegee students
caravanned from Macon County to Mont-
gomery, Alabama to protest in solidality for our
right to vote. At the end of the summer, Con-
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gress passed, and President Lyndon B. John-
son signed the Voting Rights Act into law on
August 6, 1965.

Madam Speaker, for many of us in the Stu-
dent Non-Violent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), Jean was and will always remain a
sister. Time and time again, she put her life
and livelihood on the line in her pursuit of truth
and justice. Jean taught volunteers to can-
vass, offered her home as a refuge, and even
became the voice and face of SNCC during
the summer of 1965, when she served as our
national media relations coordinator. In this
role, Ms. Wiley played the integral, critical role
of sharing our work in the Deep South with the
nation and the world. Whether we were boy-
cotting, protesting, or testing voter registration
procedures, Jean made sure that our work
was not ignored.

After serving on the front lines of the Civil
Rights Movement, Ms. Wiley made her way to
Washington, D.C. where she helped create
the Center for Black Education. Throughout
her life, Jean was committed to the betterment
of the African Diaspora and refused to wait for
oppressive forces to see the light on their
own. Over the years, she shared her expertise
with Howard University’s WHUR radio station,
Essence Magazine, and the Institute for the
Black World, an Atlanta-based think-tank.

As a devoted educator, Jean also continued
to teach at the University of the District of Co-
lumbia and the University of California at
Berkeley. Whether in the classroom or in her
home, Professor Wiley shared the lessons and
tactics of the Civil Rights Movement with new
generations—including her cousin, Ms. Kim-
berly W. Ross, who works closely with me and
my office on Capitol Hill.

As loved ones gather to reflect upon Ms.
Jean Wiley’s good and great work, | would like
to pay tribute to the unbreakable bond of her
adoring family—son, Cabral Stuckey Wiley;
granddaughter, Breijanee Wiley; great-grand-
daughters, Shariyah Harris and Narii Parker;
sisters, Joyce Dyson and Lois Wiley Benjamin;
nieces, Shiree Dyson and Ayisha Dyson; and
nephews, Keith Dyson, Touré Dyson, and Mal-
colm Wiley.

Madam Speaker, the record should be
clear: Ms. Wiley dedicated every ounce of her
energy to the fight for justice. For these rea-
sons, | proudly join all who knew, loved,
learned from, and cared for this great leader
in celebrating her life’s work to transform the
face and soul of our nation.

———————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY CLIMATE CHANGE RE-
SEARCH ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of Congress, | rise in support of
H.R. 4737, the “Department of Homeland Se-
curity Climate Change Research Act,” which
requires the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) to evaluate existing federal research re-
garding approaches to mitigate climate change
on homeland security, to identify areas for fur-
ther research within the Department, and to
research and develop approaches to mitigate
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the consequences of climate change on
homeland security.

This legislation directs DHS to assess and
potentially expand existing federal research
projects that examine ways to mitigate the ef-
fects of climate change on homeland security
programs.

The development in research from DHS will
explore the connection, if any, between cli-
mate change and homeland security, including
how the resulting competition for resources,
economic distress, and social discontent can
contribute to acts of terrorism.

Climate change poses a direct threat to U.S.
national security through its effects on critical
infrastructure, the lives of citizens, the econ-
omy, and energy security.

The scarcer resources become, the more
power is given to those who control them, es-
pecially in regions where people are particu-
larly reliant on natural resources for their liveli-
hoods.

Terrorist groups will exploit the natural dis-
asters and water and food shortages expected
to result from climate change and allow them
to recruit more easily, operate more freely and
control civilian populations.

H.R. 4737 will ensure that DHS is ade-
quately structured to meet the demands of re-
sponding to and recovering from acts of ter-
rorism and natural disasters that are aggra-
vated by climate change.

Climate change is not just a global problem,
but also a threat to domestic security.

More than 60 percent of the country has
faced moderate to extreme drought conditions
and massive heat waves which devastated
corn crops, put pressure on food prices, and
caused deaths around the country.

Climate change poses costly threats to our
domestic installations and potentially desta-
bilizing threats to our international installations
that hold strategic importance to the United
States.

The extreme weather events that we have
witnessed in the past 5 years illustrate the im-
pact of climate change in the U.S. is much
more complicated than a simple rise in tem-
peratures.

Each region of this country will be impacted
differently; understanding these regional con-
sequences is important to policymakers be-
cause it will allow planning for response and
adaptation.

Studies show that Texas is among a string
of “Deep South” states that will experience
the worst effects of climate change.

For example, Hurricane Harvey was a 1,000
year storm that has to date claimed the lives
of at least 30 persons.

Before it was finished, Hurricane Harvey
dropped 21 trillion gallons of rainfall on Texas
and Louisiana, most of it on the Houston
Metroplex.

A record 4,323 days, which is nearly 12
years, elapsed since a major hurricane (Cat-
egory 3 or above) made landfall in the United
States prior to Hurricane Harvey; the last Cat-
egory 3 hurricane to hit the United States was
Hurricane Wilma in 2005, the same year Hurri-
cane Katrina destroyed much of New Orleans.

To put in perspective the devastation
wrought by Hurricane Harvey, the volume of
water that fell on Houston and other affected
areas of Texas and Louisiana could fill more
than 24,000 Astrodomes or supply the water
for the raging Niagara Falls for 15 days.

In the first three days of the storm, more
than 49,000 homes that had suffered flood
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